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S ’ DEPARTMENT OF THE aiY

HEADQUAKTERS, 17TH AVIATION GHOUF (CUnBAT)
APO San Fraacimsco 96240

AVBACB~SC 13 Feoruary 1970

A s g e i

SUBJeCT: Operational Report-Lessons Learaed of Headquarters, 17th
Aviation Group (Combat) for Period Rading 31 Jenuary 1970,
HCS CSFOK-65 (R1) (U)

SES DISTRIBUTION

S tEat mA g

* ! “I

1. Section 1, Operations: Significanht activities.

a. (U) General. This rcport covers tiie period 1 iov 1969
through 31 Jan 1970, and is submitted in accordance with aR 525-15
and USakV Kegulation 525-15. The report incluics Headquarturs & Heid-o
uartcrs Company, 17th Aviation Group (Combat); 201st iviation Company
: Corps); 58th Aviation Detachmont (Support); and the 25th licdical :
Dctachment (Qi) and contains ccrtain information not rcported by other

subordinate units of the 17th .\vn Group.

e

P b, (C) Persomnel. ;

! : (1) Infusion: The Group has contjnued an infusion program directed
: towards the reduction of rotational humps., With the large input of .0
Aviators in Jan 70 there is now a slight rotational hump for WU in tha
month of Jan 71, '

seen,

£ (2) Replacements: Tho Group reccivod 1874 replicumcnts in this .
i reporting period compared to a total lof 779 for the last quarter. ke~
; placcments have not been arriving pribr to the Den0S of the duparting
individuals, The monthly replacemc it flow was: 408 in November, 704
in Decembar and 762 in January..

(3) Strongth: Tho Group pursomisl strungth increased during the
reporting poriod., The strength figurcs for the ruportud units and the
ontiru Group arc atiached as Inclosure 1. Thurc is a critical shortuge.
of cortain maint:nanco personncl, particularly Rotary Wiag T.chnical
Inswectors and scnior supcrvisory maintenance personcl, Inclosure 2
lists thosc shortages of skilled personnel that have thy nost offsct
on thy airecraft maintonance rates.

{4) Changus of Cormand: Thu following cianges of command were

FoX o7 .~ | ; ,s
3 c o 1 - DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
701058 DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
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aVRCB-SC | 13 February 1
3.CD ry 1970
SHBLLT: Cperation) leport - Locsons Loarned of Jondeuators, 17th
aviation Group (Combrt) for Period Ladin; 3L Janu.ry 1970,
LS CSFOr-65 (.a) (u)

pady durtng this seporting porded:

{3) & 3 January 1970, COL ' iMldii A, Heuow.l1,
aaa‘umd sezpand of the 17th awvdition Croup (Corbat), vie: LOLL Billy
H, 1 right,

(b) ©a 17 dovember 1969, LIC &aru.l ¢, Iatcllos,
assuned commiaa of thu luth ..vi tion mattalion (Jomb:it), vie. LTC

Davey L. Staalvy, Qe :

(¢) Ga 21 Ja.auary 1970, LIC charlus D. Utzuan,
assun.d cczmnd ol thu Sénd ..viction Battalion (Comb-t), wie . LIU
Fatrick J. O'Grady,

(s) The followia, chan us were mad. withia th. Group Staif:

(1) On 27 wecmber 1969, LU V41lium 1, Jeakias, Jr. , caieneeigmm)
b.cems thy Croup X0, vice LTC Willism E. Crouch Jr,, SSgmuigl

{b) Cn 27 Decumbir 1569, .CrT Lonadd H. Brivrl.y, Qe b.-
cams tho Group Communications aad Sloeetronies Jgquipmoat 1ainte ance
ard Ropnir Offic.r, vieu CFT Al.x L. Chum:,

(c) On 2 Documbur 1967, 2L, Lwr.ne. L. nule, Ji.,
toewmu the .dministrative Officer to the Flight Lurgeon, vie. Ui

Jam:s L. Culb.rtson, SERQNEER

(d) 01 9 Ducemb:r 1369, 2LT Jamue .. Hoppur, JRSYIREEERS b.canc
th: HEC, XU vice 1T John N. Trahcy, (SN

(u) On 21 Dccombur 1969, w4 Oscer L. Shuler, Jr.,
bueam. the Group 52, vice MaJ Willis L. innduy,

(£) On 31 Lueumbor 1369, bad uiwerd L. Narcis, e
assurn:d thy dutius of nssistznt L3,

(x) ©Oul January 1770, u.d sdchard axt 1], gD bucrmo
thy Sroup Ligml Ofilcsr, vico MiJ Willian'D. Johnston, PRGNS

(h) On 3 Jaawry 1970, Had kowland u. Stucle, SEUREEERER bu-
cams the Oroup Maintonance Gfficor, vico HiJ :4lliem J. Shiolds,

C T Y
(1) on3 January 1970, rnd Joscph . Tobin, GEmiNR b:con:
thy LJO to 11 Corp Hq's, vice und Thomis L. kartin, Hiuiusantin.

2
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aVlaUB-80 13 Fobrwry 1970
SUBJLT: ng':;:ional dc.p?rt - k):xsoons Loarnud of Huadqunrturs, 1?{}1

avi tion Sroup (Combat) for i.riod [ndi 1 Januery 1970

@35 CSFOR-65 (1) (U) e A0

(3) On 7 January 1970, MnJ Domald 1, kuck, USSR oosym-d -
thy dutius of tho asst 1.0 to IX Corp Hq's. :

(k) On 7 January 1970, LiJ Jams w. Talbert) ' bucaww
tho LIO to 52, IreV, vice k.J Jam:s H. langston,

(1) On 8 Jawuary 1970, C:T bomld &, Burgla, GUEEEEEE bscin,
asaistant S1, vico Jamas | , Kooray, ”’ )

() ©n 17 Jonuary 1970, Cit Dawson C, ray, came th.
Group .djutant, vico CPT 1are L. Tums,

(n) On 19 Jeawry 1970, thJ Conrad . Frang, ” bucan:
thu Group GOV 'Liaison Ofrfcer, vico Mad Darryl K. Stuveona, (e
e. Jntellizonco.

(1) Gusarnl: During this roportinz period si,nificaat chingus
in thoe onemy order of battlo holdings weru as follaws:

(a) Mnjor slomuate of thu KOth Vi artillory ko idwat, the é6th
Wi Infantxy hegimunt, and the 20th NV. Infzntry n¢ imont r.located

- fron tho iri~Bordur arod to Bu Fran, and Du: lap., bDuria, th. moiith of

fovanbor thesa units shelled and attempted to ovorrun Bu I'rany and Duc
Lap CIDU Camps. During Docomber tho units withdrow into $hrbodian mase
wroas and bogun to relocitu back to the iri-Bordur .rea. The chune
in #in units for this gquartor is attach.d as Iiclosuro 3.

(b) .ctivity was modorato during Novembur and January. Littlo
sisnificant nctivity occurrud during lwcwmbur. rimry activity during
doverbor took placy in {uang-Duc Frovincu with attacks cgainst Luc wnp
ad Bu Proag. Janunry wis choractirizcd by movomunt of the Zend i
Rugimont from I CTL Zato Binh Dinh Provixco. leolatud rockut/mortas/
sapper attacks occwrrad throughout Binh Dinh Frovineu. Total ciuamy
strongth in II Corps incroascd by ap roxmately 4,246,

(2) 3r dctivity: " hido flying in suprort of II CTZ during thy - -
laat quarter, 17th .viation Group aireraft wure ruportod hit by hostil.
ground firu 219 timis (lov 96, Due 39 axd Jaa 84), for an 1v.rage of
73 hte por month as coaparcd to 48 pur month thu pruvious uartor.

The 17th .vi:.tion Group ruported aireratt buing shot at but not hit
156 timus (Mov 80, Duc 32, Jan L4). The dnercasu in hits ruflucts
thy iacrvame in rctivity for dovenmbur and January.

(3) Fhysicol Scourity: Thers wuro 3o Xastallation nttacks {uov

1y, Dac 7, Jan 10) roported during this quartur comparsd with 11 attacks
thu provious quartur. Installations moet frugqueatly hit wury Ban My Thuwot,

,
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aVB.L3-C ‘ : 13 Fubrunry 1970
SUBJsCT:  Operational lc..rort - Lussons L.zrmcd of Headquartors, 17th
avixtion Group (Comb t) for Furiod .rding 31 Joauwery 170,
KCE COFQL-65 (nl) (u) _

- Doag 8n Thin and . khe. The 17th avi taon Group Hut.dc{mrturs hxs

responsibility too coordinating the dofeasc of US units ia Jitnl sub .
Scctor ILI (5th Special Foreus, US .ir rore. and the Lth Fi.1d Hospitl),
dha ir ng Instxllation Defins. Comamnd. Two :tticks occurrcd during
this qurter in adjocent aactors but no attacks were inititud agninst

, Sub S.ctor 111,

(4) Sccurity Cloarances: buring the r.-pox-ting p;riod 6} cluar-
ances hove bucn v.lidatud, 25 utuliu chucks nndu, 11 JaC chucics initiat~
ed and 3 bockground inwstig‘xtions iniui.t.d.

(5) Confurvne.: 17th ..vintinn Group &2 Conf.orciics was huld on
8-9 Mceember at Kha Trang. . .

d. (U) Oxrations.

(1) Flight Operations: Total fly‘lng hours ana perfomitnes figures
for the units arc list.d in Inclosur: 4.

(2) Unit Movurent: 17th avi tioa uroup Hundeuart.rs (HEC) and
21st ivn Co rcloeat:d from the lLong fan wrvz of hy Tranj .drbase to

th: South side of thu airficld, coordiaates CF 03925147; move initiat.d

o1 18 ue 69 and complited 28 bee 69.

(3) Uait iissions: Theru have been no chonges ia the units
‘missions,

(4) tignificant Opr.rutions‘ Seu Inclosurc 5.

¢, (U) Zraining.

(1) army .vi tion nafrushor Training School: o totil of 169
1S quotas warc allocatud to the Group and 211 wure reallocuted to
thuy battalions,

{2) ovurvivzl Courses: . total of 11 quotss wur. x\,cuiv\.vd for sur-
vival cours.s, 9 for thu dsc.p. and svasion Cours. 2t Jlark uFB,
Fhillipinus and 2 for the racific Ln.. Support School 2t Jlndunt MB, )
okin w!h. ‘

t3) 201=t avl tion Compuny, SGth «ovitilon uctachuent :-.nd Ruad-
quarters Company Training: . totil 56 days wure spont in mandatory
training in subjucts aus pruseribud by UtuiV wug 350-1,

(4) aviator Ltandardization: During the pordod 1 Hov 69 thru 31
Jaa 70 the 17th .vi tion Group Flight Standardization S.ctions, in

4
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVB.CB-SC 13 February 1970
SUBJ:CT: Oporational wuport - Lusscns Loirncd of He:dquartirs, 17th
avintion Group (Coumbit) for P.riod Lnding 31 January 1370,
RCS CSFOR-65 (:1) fU)

addition to paying assistinco visits to oach of the units within the
17th Group, purformed the followiny:

{a) Conductud an Instructor :ilot Cours. (inciuding ,round school
and M)I) for aviators cssigned to the 1731d ..irborne brig-d..

{b) Conduct.d an Iustruicnt IF Jourse .ach nouth tor units within
tho Group. This coursc provid.s Tactical Instrurwat IF's to thos.
helicoptur units which ordinarily have a nued for re.awwiag Tactical
Instrunat Tickots.

(c) nssistcd the following uaits outsidu the 17th Group with sta.ad-
ardizetion IP, Instructor Filot and 90 day proficiuncy chuck ridcss:
lith inginvers Brigade, L/2/1st ..uorvd ¢ v Squadron and the 173rd
nirborne Brigadu.

f. (U) Logistica.

(1) Boots Combat Leather: 2800 pair 6f boots coub.t, luctiwr,
black, wore recoived and distribut.d through the 17th .va Gp. This
alluviated a shortago plus brought all units up to ticir authorizud
stockage level. Thu lenthor boots ara rocuired to be wora by aviators/
aircrowiun as ndditio nl protoection “gainst. the possibilit; af 2 jost-
crash firu,

(2) Chrom. Chombured K-16: On 2 Jzauary 1370, units of the 17th
aviztion Group (Comb:t) bugen uxchanging nou-chrome chambercd -16's
for chrom: chanbired if~lo's, The oxchangs was complutud on 29 Jan 70
and o total of 2695 chroms ciruaber.d +-16's wro roceived.

" (3) X776 nntioscillation Sighting Duvice: .8 of 23 Jan 70 the
17th .vi tion CGroup (Comlat) ~ucuived 64 of 79 authorized Xif76 sighting
devices, The 15 remaining sighting devieces aro t.o IO!‘C\. issucd with-
in the next quarters.

(4) Holster .38 FSW 1095~973~0521: On 11 Jan 70, a total or
793 .38 Cal holsters woro roceived and distributud to all units of the

"17th .G(C). These holsturs wirc not the samu type holsturs montioned

in the last Onll, howovur, thoy are an aceejtable substituto.

(5) Comand Comtrollod Lumbur: Tho supply of critical sized
lumber (1x, 2x and 4x) and plywood has slowly inproved during the
last quartcr. The Iirst roloases sinec thesc itows were placed on
the coizmand controllud 1list wure made in Jovenber - 4 total of 48,800 bt,
of which 30,000 vf, were 4x12, In aurly Jaauary 3 specinl zlloc:ition
was recoived to sujport rolocation of saveral units, Uwnng January,
also, 2 total of 34,000 br of mixod 1x and <x maturial wns roloascd,
aslong with 350 shuuts of plywood, N

5
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aVB.CH-SC ’ 13 Fobruary 1770
SUBJECT: Opur tional neport - Lossons cunraud of iicadcurrtors, 1l7th,
avi tion Group {Coubrt) for h,riod Eading 31 Janwry 159,
MC3 Cerun=65 (i) ’U) : .

(6). Aircraft Stotus is .‘ftta.chcd as Inclosurs v, -
. ! ‘

(8) (v) zsﬁi_u&le_/ S

(1) Uunit crganizat.ion* Ho ehange sincu last ruport. S.u In-
closury 7. ’ . '

{2) Sta.t.ion List: &ue Inclosurz B,

(3) MICE netion: Thurc have bucn no MG ~ctions during the ro- '
porting puoriod.

h. (U) chaplain. .

(1) o personicl changes wore made in the Group Chapl Wn's
Saction, '

(2) The Group Chaplain's officu was iovad on 18 bue to the wha
Traag .ir Basc Chapel. On 28 Duc all .ir forec Chaplains wepsrted tho
air Basc Chapul and tho Group Chaplain was ruquust.d by the idr Force
to be the Installation Chaplain as he was the Scnior Chapliian on the
bisu. No problems have buen experivnced in this aru: ~nd = fin. co-
operative program has boon .st:.blish\.d. 3

(3) The Group Chaploin attundid the Brigade Chaplain's Coafcronee
at Long Binh 13-1} Jan 70,

) Civic iction:

(1) md*cim. was delivered to thu Chan-Y-Vien Tin-Lanh kission in
ihy Trang.

(b) 'Tha Chanluin atteaded ths first mesting of tha coubined Civic
..ction Council ~nd Comunity st:lations COuncil of the Frovince 'zt whe

-Tr’m" on 22 Jan.

i. (u) aviation Safuty. The accident. rats for the 17th .G(C) . .

' increascd 4% during this quarter. Engine failwrss account.d for 25u o

* of thesu icidunts, 15% wero dus to weathor, 105 due to other icterial

- failur:s and 505 duw to opcritioasl error. The aceidunt rate for the
quart.r is 23.9 por 100,000 flying hours. The accident oxpiriunce for

this cuartor is 2tteched s Iwlosure 9.

3. (V) g,

(1) Tho Signal Scetion, HAC, 17th ‘.u(c) continu.d to provide
radio, telotype and tolephons comaunications for Hu:\uqmrt\.rs » 17th .‘u\C)
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CONFIDENTIAL

" AVBAC3-SC 13 February 1970

SUBJLLCI: Operational Heport - Lessons Learncd of Hendgunrters, 17th
avintion Group (Couk:t) for Feriod cnding 31 Jrnuary 177C,
RCS CSiOR-65 (A1) (L)

Guidance and assastance werc provided to Signal Scctions of subor-
dinate units to insurc that the 17th .G(C) Cormunicatioir Syst.ma was
rasponsivo to the unit's nocds. A Cozaunications and slectronics
Nowsluttor is pruesuntly being put in Uinal forw for publication this
month, Tho newslettir contains inrormatieca pertainine to Ground,
avionics and Geacral vermunic-tlons and Elcctronic Uperctions, Do=-
lotion of the Organization Mhriatonance necord (Di rom 24,08-3) his
bocn accamplished as portains to Signzl Jqulpn\.nt within ths 17th
AG(C) I 1st Avn Bdc rsg, Unclas, Cite i 003232, Subject: Iliminttion
of .. Form 2408-3, Thu 17th .G(C) and Battnlinn dijnal <nd .wviordcs
Officors attunded the 1lst .wviation Brigade Signnl Officwrs Conforunce
on 9 rnd 10 Jaa 70. £ighnl and ..vionics .csistanc. Visits wer. ecn-
ductcd by porsonncl of the 17th..G(C) to wiits within the 17th .G(C).
avionics personacl strength romnined the same during Joveamb.r and
Dogember and units within the 17th #G(C)} have aa adequate £i11 1evel,

(2) Units of thc 17th Gp hive hinde littlu progross.with ..ircraft/
2Y5 nmodifications duc to the shortag.s of nmounts, conurel hunds :nd
porsoniivl to purforn the modification, ..t presunt, new cireraft boing
delivercd to'the 17th Gp hhv» not had this modific:tion complitud
prior to dclivery.

(3) During th: moth of Dic the Liznal Suction of the 17th Gp ru~
doented from the Long von aren of the .irbasc to the tih:. Prang air

 base Arca. a1l systcms tolotype, telcphone, radio to include i I

capabilitics and norual admiaistiative procedurcs have boca camplotud

. and ars functioning norinlly.

k. (u) Modical.

(1) . critic:l shortag. of ~viztion r.dical officcrs oceurred
daring the ruporting perdel, Duwring the pust fou wolks ropi-ecuents
have arrived with one medical officur position ramtining unfilled -t
the 103rd .vn ifedieal Detzchment (vui dhon). iixdieal Dotachiiats =re

now c:.pnble of =nd arc providn.ng aduquate acroacdical survices. o
" significant changcs in Group iludical operations occurrcd during the re-

porting peried. . '

(2) 7hs 193rd Modical Detachnont :Jovgd froa .. ihe and elosed
at Phu Hicp oi. 10 Ducunbur 1949. .

2. Scection 2, luossons Leoraed, Cormnnders Obscrvations, <Svaluations,

and itccormcadations.

a. (L) Forsonacl: dono
b. (U) Intelligence: None
7
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AVBACB-SC ) : 13 Februzry 1970
SUBJLCT: Operationnl Report - Lossons Learncd of Hendquarters, 17th
avintion Group (Uombut) for Puriod Lnding 31 January 1970,
#CS CSFOn~65 (K1) (Uu) :

(c) Cormand hction: 17th Gp LiO to II Corps has participeted in | \
preparing & schudulo of classss for »nVi uaits on thu subjuct of x~
termnl Load Rigging for all typus of loads,

(3) air Traffic Control: Battle of Bu Prang and buc Lap. ' . !l

(2) Observation: idr traffic control =t .hon Co bucuw a rual S
rroblea prior to tho ustablishmont of an air traffic control tuam on
27 Nov, The volums of holicoptur traffic and ..ir Forcu cargo aircraft
that can be oxpuctod in tho vieinity of a major forward ~irfiuld makss . C
tho wstablishmunt of an 2ir traffic control teon of princ inportance. !

(b) Evaluation: Thu iir Forcu normnlly uses a "Tailpip" Tuau
during najor operations with airlift aireraft. Thusu toams are not
proparad to stay ovor o long purdoed of timc, nor do thoy control zll
traffic (vnly Air Forco cargo and transport cireraft .s thsy arrive
and depart).

(¢) Rocommendation: The uarly ustablishacnt of an air treffic
control tean at each major airficld in the battlc ar.a from which
Joint oporations aru buing conducted will clininate cohfusion and
provido the nucessary control for saf: cnd orderly traffic.

(d) Command iction: 1 Tactical Air Control Team was obtainod
from 165th Group and installud at Mhon Co. In anticipation of futurc
opsrations in ths Kontun arca, this toars Has been attached te the
52nd Avn Bn and is availablo to establish control at 2 dusignated for-
ward oporations basu,

(4) 500 gnllon fu.l bladders, rigging straps, cargoe ncts, and
fusl punps, Battle of Bu Prang and Duc lap: _

(d) Obsorvation: 0a occassion, delays were eaused by adaitional
or replacerent bladders, straps, nets or puaps not buing available on
short notico 28 stocks bucarn dopletud, breakdowns occurred, or. bo-
causc back hauls and/or ropeir tcanms wars delayod by weather.

(b) Evalunticns Support co.and (LSa) stockase wos depleted duc
to rapid oxpenion of tho oparation, .wi:tion asscsts wore not usud |
to tho maximun for back hauls of blrddurs and cquiptont.

(¢) Rocomwnditions: Rescrve 500 gallon fuul bladders, rigging
straps, cargo nuts and pusps (100 gpa and 350 gm) should be pro- -
positiocacd at a central (I1S.) and 2ll uscrs ad¥iscd of thuir locatisn
and avaiinlility, so thot as 1littl: dulay -as possibl. occurs whon those

q

assots arc nacdad,




- surics DS which rustricts the use of kndio Toletype -in this unit.

WV .CB-5G : 13 Fobruary 1970
EUSLLT: Operationnl swport - Lessons Loarned of Herdquart:rs, 17th
wvintion Group (Cutb:t) for Puricd Ending 31 Janu.ry 1970,
RGS CSFOk-65 (i) (U)

(d) Corrend ..ction: Future opurations will rucuire a greator
dogree coordination with LS. units on tho meanagonent of navilable uquip-
ment. saviation battalicas have buun inscructed to insura proper
manzgencnt cf avintion assets for noxdmua back haul of cnpty bladdurs
~nd othor cquipnent. T

(6) Dust-off ..ircraft: BErttle of Bu Pruug and Duc Lap,

(2) Obscrvation: Initinlly an insufricicnt awiber of Jdustoff
adreraft were located in the operntions arca (two ~t ban Mo Thuot).
C&C ~dreraft and rosupply circraft aceussarily wur. diverturd fron
uissions pressed into service for iodical uvacuction during the curly
yhise,  The nuber of dustoff aireraft was inergnsad to five un 16
Nov, with standby 1ircraft at nhon Co and Ban Mo Thuot. Throughuut
the operation howuver, resup; ly slicks to forward areas cuatinu.d to
cvacurte bodies and injurcd on brek hauls,

(b) Evaluation: Mudical vvacuntion ruquests uxcoeded dustoff
captbility duc to rapid incr.nsc in conbat ojwrations.

(¢} Recormicndntion: dditional Jdustoff aireraft should be ree
quested oarly in the operntion., 11 should bu equipp.d with junglo
penctrators, FProvision should boe inde for rivetionts for thesc
aireraft, to includ: arcss whore they nny only stradby during the day.,

ariznd wction: onting.ncy plans inelude provisicns for
(d) ¢ d .cti Contin plans includ vi
dustoff ccrmit wnts,

d. CoY munietticns:

(1) Short:gcs of Signal porsonacl in 17th .vi-tion Group (Cub-t).

(a) Obscrvation: The 17th .G(C) continues to cxperience o short-
age of nmost Sign~l MOS's,

(b) Evalaution: Sori gains in signal 10S's have been .unde during
this quarter. Ths :ost critical shortage occurs in the 058 and 05C

. (¢) hccomncndation: That Sigmnl shortages in this Group be
filled ns aduguats replacsiknts becone availabla,

(d) Casand sction: Sigmal KOS's arc closcly tenitercd to ine
ure o~ foir distribution of Signnl pursoancl throughout the Group.

Unit Conianders arce continously urged to nssign Signtl persomncl to

'Signal slots. In scuc cases "on th. Job training" is b.ing conduct.d
tu relicve shortnges.

R ——
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wVB.CB-£0 13 Fubruary 1970
SUBJ:CT: Opernticnnd ncport - Lissons luarnud of lloadquartors, 17th
' wvistion Greup (Caibzt) for Puriud EBnding 31 Janunry 1970,
NCS CELFOw-65 (R1) (V)

(2) Radio Equipnent:

(a) Obsurvation: Mony units of tho 17th .G(C) arc oquippud with
the aNMAC-9% cr .uwi/MEC-119 vadiv in licu of th. ..i/VSC-z2,

(b) Evaluation: Tho AN/MHC-95 ond . H/MkC-119 radics arc diffi-
cult tc naintain due tu a shortage of ropair parts causing cxecssive
down tlo. Thore is also o heat problen during operaticn. Miny
units do not kave 2ccuss to air-conditioning units to sclve this
problor, Opurating tho radio out of its casc hulps th. huet problui:
but allows the untrance of dirt and dust. In nddition, roroval of
thy eover oxposus the operator to thu possibility of elictrical
shock., In nost eascs 05C20 radiv upurators have not bucn school
trained in the operation or maintunance of this radio. This placus
.. OJT burdun on the units.

(¢) Recccmwndations: That .i/MC~95 and .ul/anC-119 be replucud
with the authcrized .N/VSC-2. :

(d) Coiwand wetion: In sorw cascs, pooling of the wi/MrC-19
and 119 hos been acconplished to help pruvent excussive Jdown tinx,
Fans are being uscd where sir-conditioners are not ovailtible te help
dissipats heat, Units arc oncournged to ~prly for quutas tu the in-
country Radio Opurntors Ccurse tu inprove cpurations znd further train

- oparatérs,

(3) Navigational Equipmont (201lst .vn Cc):

(a) Obscrvition: Thy U=2L. aireraft cssigned tu tho 201st wvn
Co (C) arc not uquipped with the .RAN-52 T.C.N/DME iavigation Systen.

~ (b) Evaluaticn: The aiwd-52 Navigaticn Systeia will significantly
incraase thy operationnl enpebility of the 20lst aviatiun Cupany.

In current Flight Informetion Publirations, thore are 18 T.Cud
Stations prusently operational i1 VN, of which 10 aru loeated with-
in the II Corps Tactieal Zon., the priuary operaticnal aroa of the
201st [Lvintion Caapany. In romotc arcas of operation, the T.Cad

provides radial and iiloage informition mueussary fur ~ccurat. location

of positiun for IFit Opucations or in an cuergency situation.

(c) Rucomicndaticn: That the navigetien equipicnt configuration
of the U-2L. aircraft assignud to the 201st .ivn Co {C) bu wwdificd
to include installution of the ..JRi-52 T.Cad.

(d) Cound uction: Coordination was offectud wdth thu 17th Gp

1
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AVBAC B=SC -
SUBJECT: OQperational Heport - Lessons learned of Headquarturs, 17th
Aviation Group (Combat) for Period Eiding 31 Januzry 1970, ‘
#CS C3r0K-65 (K1) (U) \

for the prec'urement of 5 AKil-52 Systems to equip all U-21 aircruft
with this navigational syst.em. Five Aitil-52 Systems are currently
on r‘.quit.n.tion.

: ./'
v d
: ' : s //f,_ JL/@ /4
9 Incl WILLIAM R. l-IcDO.
Incl 3 and 8 wd HQ, DA ' Colonel, Armor '
Commanding

DISTi.IBUTION:

2 CLICUSARPAC, ATT4: UPUP=DT, ARO 96558

3 CG, USaRV, ATTHN: AVEGC-DST, APO 96375

2 €3, 15T aVu DDu, aTTN: AVBAGC-0, AFO 96384
L Cu, I FFORCEV, ATTd: aVFa=GC=UT, PO 96350

wes o

¢0, 10TH AB(C)
Cu, 54D aoiC)
€O, 231D AB(C)
CO, 2¢8TH aB\2)
C0, 7/17TH aCS
CO, 20151 .aC



. AVPA=GO-HIST (13 Pedb 70) 1ot Ind

SUBJECT: Operational Report-lessons Learned, Headquarters, 17th Aviation
Group (Combdas) for Plriod Ending 31 Januery 1970, RC3, CSFOR-65
(r2) (V) 4

DA, Headquarters, I Field Force Vietnam, APO 96550 iy MAR 970

01 Comasnding Gemeral, lst Aviation Brigade, APO 96384 /

This headquarters hes revieved and evaluated subject Operational Report-.
lessons learnsd and oonours,

FOR THE QOMMANDER$

ézz;%zzfgfiiﬁz‘,— Y }rc’ Zf

EUKELAERE
ILT AGC
ASST AG
P
2 - ACSFOR, DA
1- @, 17th AVH GP (CBT) |
/3




Refresher Training School courses and OJT programs,

|
|
|

AVBAGC-0 (13 Feb 70) 2d Ind

., SUBJECT: Operational Report-lessons Learned, Headquarters, 17th Aviation

Group (Cj‘oubct) £ » Period Ending 31 Jarmuary 1970, RCS, CSFOR-05
(R2) (v . '

DA, HEADQUARTERS, 1ST AVIATION BRIGADE, APO 96384 q pey e

THRUs Commanding General, United States Army Vietnam, ATTN: AVilGC-IGT,

APO 96375 :
Commander-=in-Chief, United States Army Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,

APO 96558 :

T0: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
" Army, Washington, D.C., 20310 , - ’

1. This headquarters has reviewed subject report and concurs with the

contents,
2. The following corments are considered pertinents
a. Paragraph 2d(2), pege 11, evaluation describes difficulty of

. maintaining AN/MRC-95 and AN/!HC-119 equipment. This radio equipment

is extremely reliable when properly mairtained, Concur with the recom-
mendation and command action. Replacement AN/VSC=2.equipment is not
readily available and priority goes to sirmobile divisions. An accept-
able alternative, the AN/GRC-142, is expected to be available in limited
quantities as assets from the 9th Division's redeployment are refurbished,

be Paragraph 2d(3), page 11, addresses the need for TACAN navigational
equipment in U-21 aircraft. TACAN systems have been ordered for all U-21
aircraft in Vietnam. There is no expected date of delivery available at
this time, - :

¢o Paragraph 1b(3), page 1, addresses the problem of saortaze of
Technical Inspectors and senior supervisory maintenance personnel. During
the reporting period the lst Aviation Brigade received very few senior
supervisory maintenance persomel from the replacemsnt flow, On 24 February
1970, the USARV fill of Technical Inspectors was 62,04, The 17th Group fill
vas 62,17, This headquarters is placing continuing emphasis on upgrading
critical aviation skills by maximm utilisation of in country Army Aviation

4, Paragraph 2d(1), page 10, addresses the problem of Signal CS
shortages, Gains in signal MDS's have been made in the past few months.
Thefll?ih Group's posture, as of 24 February 1970, compared to Brigade was
as follows:s

h



3 ~ -

{ g ;

L
_ AVBAGC~0 ' :

. SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learnsd, leadquarters, 17th Aviation

| ' Group (Combat) for Period Ending 31 January 1970, iiCS, CCFOR-65 i

(R2) (V)

: S 17th CAG  BRIGADE 3

5 05c20 01,4 100.5

05040 - 7540 72.0

0SB0 . 43,8 45.8

Command action practiced by 17th Group is similar throughout the 1st

; . Aviation Brigade,

o FOR THE COMMANDER,

; ' 1%
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CONFIDENTIAL

13 APR 1979
AVHGC-DST (13 Peb 70) 3d Ind :
SUBJECT: Operational Report-lessons Learned of Headquarters, 17th
Aviation Group (Combat) for Period Ending 31 January 1970,
RCS CSPOR-65 (R1)(U)

Headquarters, United States Army, Vietnam, APO San Franclsco 96375

T0: Commander in Chisf, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-LT,
AP0 96558

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-lessons
Learned for the quarterly period ending 31 January 1970 fruu Headquarters,
17th Aviation Group (Combat) and concurs with the comments of indorsing
headyuarters. :

2. (C) Cosments follow:

a. (C) Reference iteam conecerning "Shortage of Personnel"; page 1,

- paragraph 1b(3) and paragraph 2¢, 2d Indorsement: concur. A critical

shortage of rotary wing technical inspectors does exist in USARV; as of
3 April 1970, 454 were assigned versus 730 authorised. Commanders are
awars of the shortage of both technical inspectors and supervisory
personnel, and are emphasising that OJT programs be established. It 1is
recommendad that this matter be addressed by higher headquarters.

b, (U) Reference item concerning "Air Traffic Control™, page 9,
paragraph 20(3): econcur with the recommendation and the comsand action
taken. However, excsption is taken to the statement in the evaluation
that USAF combat control teams do not control all air traffic. There
are no restrictions placed upon these teams; they may be requested to
provide air traffic control service to all users of a particular airfield.

¢. (C) Reference item concerning "Navigational Equipment", page 11,
paragraph 2d(3), and paragraph 2b, 2d Indorsement: concur. The AN/ARN-52
TACAN 1s autherized for the U-2l aircraft assigned to the 201st Aviation
Company. Because of a shortags of these sets within USARV, not all U-21
aircraft are so equipped. On 1 Psbruary 1970 USARV Aviation dispatched a
message to (SARPAC requesting assistance in obtaining these sets. An
interim response indicates that no projected delivery date 1s available.

FCR THE COMMAMDER:

CPT,  AGC
Cy furn kisinrant Adjutant Ganerol
1st Avn Bde ‘
17th Avn Gp

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
/e DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS,

CONFIDENTIAL 0D Dt 5200.10
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GPOP-DT (13 Feb 70) 4th Ind (U)
SUBJECT: Operalfonsl Repcrt of HQ, 17th Aviation Group (Combat) for
Period Ending 31 Jsnuary 1970, RCS CSPOR-65 (R1) (U)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 5 MAY /0

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Porce Development, Department of the
Aroy, Washington, D, C., 20310

1. This hesdquarters concurs in subject report as indorsed,

2. Reference peragraph lh(3), page 1, and paragraph 2a, 3d Indorsement.
The shortage of rotary wing technical inspectors {s a continuing problem
which has been criticel for the past three to four years. Recommend

action be taken st Department of the Army level to resolve this problem,

3. Reference parsgraph 2c, 3d Indorsement. The message referred to
in subject paragraph, USARV message AVHAV-LOG, DTG 0104312 Mar 70,
subject;s TACAN Nasvigationsl Set AN/ARN-52, as reads 1 February 1970
should read 1 Msrch 1970. Subject mescage stated an urgent requirement
for the scheduled but undelivered TACAN Navigational Set AN/ARN-52 to
complete the USARV basis of issue, On 5 March 1970 this headquarters
in message GPOP-AV, DTG 0520458 Mar 70, requested that Department of
the Army furnish the approximate date when the USARV requirement for
subject Mavigational Sets coild be filled. As of 4 May 1970, = reply
had not been received.

PCR THE CGMANDER IN CHIZF:

PG

D.D. GLINE
2LT, AGC
Asot AG
CF: '
CG USARV

17
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UNI? STHNGTH wS OF 31 JuK 70

1. Klitary:s ' i

| co %0 . m Total
LT auth s8g  wuth a88  auth n.eg  .uth isg b

17th «G(C) 2 33 1 8 68 151 95 132 , :

2018t .. Co g8 13 18 13 8 115 115 1l
1
1

58th .vn Det 3 5 2 3 30 1 33
25th Mod Dot 1 o o0 7 7 8 8 ,
TOT.L5 38 28 2, 23 197 303 259 37 :
2. Civilian

- DiC L4 3rd ilat Contract
UJIT . auth asg  auth a.sg  auth asg  .uth .sg
17th ..5(C) 0 0 29 29 0o o0 o o
201st .vn Co o o 6 6 o o o o
58th ..va Dot 0 0 1 1 0 (o] 0 0
25th.<1Det” O O 1 0 0o o0 o o

o o0 37 3 o o o o

3. Personnel Streagth, 17th .vn Gp (Cbt) as of 31 dJan 1970.

8 to Ik Manning Ievel assigned
officor 660 618 512
karrant Officer 922 86y 819
T0T.L _ 1582 1482 w11
Ealistod Strongth 6405 — 6006 { :
Poreeatagos are: Overall Strength 95% '

Officoars 958 = Bascd on 92 f£ill lovel
Warra.t Officers 95% - Based on 9% f£ill luvel .
Bnlistod Men 944 - Basud on 100% TCE authorization
Inclosure 1 /1§ o
CONFIDENTIAL
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#0s
67430
67030
67040
67X30
67¢30
67YA0

Inclosurc 2

CRITIC..L MOS SHUKT..G.E (U)

Teeh Inspector
Tech Iispoctor
ilnint Supurvisor
Tech Inspuctor
chh_Inspuctor

Maint Sup.ervisor

B )

CONFIDENTIAL
L8 7 A
12 3 9
L0 25 15
3. 1 2
5 b 4 '
9 1 8
9
CONFIDENTIAL
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1. (C) Results.
Unit

17th AG(C), HHC

201§t avn Co

# (58th avn Det)

CONFIDENTIAL

OFHATIONAL KESULTS

17th ..G(C) Totals

2. (uU) lcases,

201st Awn Co (C)

Sorties Troops ' Cargo

Flown Lifted Lifted (Tons)
622 497 9

5,286 13,703 60

aircraft lost -

17th .G(C) Total

* Operat.iorul results are reported as combined totils by the 201st nvn

Co and the 58th Avn Det.

Inclosure 4

Iype Nr
U=Zla 1
1

=20
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1. Significant Operations:

Jan 1970,

a, US Operatioans:

Inclosure 5

Hartle Green
Kraner White
Greene Boar
Wayne Bruakor
Greend Bullet
Hod ;es Black
Putnan '.ildcat
Spragins Vhite

V:aldron Blus

Hu:hes Black
Wayae Thrust
Futnana Powur
bayno Stab
Futnam Shark
urccne Deuce
Washington Greens

The 17th aviation Group (Combat) provided
aviation su.pport to the following II Corps operatio.as during idov 69-

14 Oct ~ 25 llov
16 Oct = 5 Jan

16 Oct ~ 30 Jan
18 Oct ~ 4 Jan

20 Oct « 20 Nov
21 Oct - 20 .ov
31 Oct - 18 Jan
11 Nov = 30 Dec

- 25 iov - 30 Jan

1 Jan - § Jan

L, Jan - 30 Jan
21 Jan ~ 30 Jan
30 Jan
30 Jan
30 Jan
15 Apr

idcpublie of Koroa Operations:

Yak Jin 8

Jac Koo 25
Bik Joe 2-11
Doig 3o 2-21
Do Kae Bece 15
Yha Ran: 9
Dong Bo 1-15
Jun Jin 26
Dong Bo 3-14
Bek Jee 22
Kwan Woo 6
Yul Poong 4
Jao Kal 9

Do Kac Beo 16
Kwan Yoo 7
J-o Kal 10
Jun Jin 27

‘Search and ambush

Bak Jue 1-14

Bun i{ao 70-1

Jang Bee 11

Hon Cat San (Cbt)
Jae Kal 1

Dong Bc 10

Do Kaa Beo 1-1

Do Kang Buu 2-1

31 Oct - 2 plov .

3 Nov = 7 idov
8 Hov -~ 22 Nov
16 Nov = 18 Nov
19 Nov - L Duc
17 ilov - 3 Dee
21 Hov - 26 Nov
28 Nov « 6 Dce
3 Dee - 12 Dec
5 Dac - 20 Doc
11 Dec - 15 Dac
15 Doe - 17 Dec
16 Dee - 20 Dec
17 Dee - 31 Do
26 Duc - 28 Doc
26 Doc - 2828cc
27 Dac « 30 Dec
27 Dee - 28 Duc
<8 Doc « 4 Jan
6 Jon - 9 Jan
8 Jan - 12 Jan
9 Jan - 16 Jan
11 Jan - 13 Jan
12 Jan - 28 Jan
14 Jan - 18 Jen
14 Jan - 16 'Jan

)
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Do Xau Bee 3-1 14 Jan - 18 Jan

Do Xac Bou 2-2 20 Ja1 - 23 Jan

Bun Kac 1 24 Jan -

Bakdec 23 <3 Jan =

Jang Boc 2 27 Jan -

Do Kav Bee 17 28 Jan -

¢. Hepublic of Viutinui Oporatioas:

'“MW'ﬁSA Thang 69 40-42 Rogt (Pacification) -1 Wov - 31 Dec 69
Nov 69 - Jan 70

Dan Phu Scrics 47 kogt (Pacification)
Qurng Duc Opns 45 Rogt, 5 SF, 2nd umgr Gp wov 69 - Jaa 70

2. Significant lerge Scale bporwtione:
vBattlc of Bu Prang aad Duc Lap - 31 QOct 69 to 18 Dee 1969

a.” Major ¢laents of the 4Oth tlVa artillory lwgiicent, the é66th Vi
Iafactry Heginuat, aad the 26th wvi., Infantry hegincat conducted nrt*llvry
and srowd 1tt~cks to ovurrun the Spucial Forcos Cangp ot Bu Prong.

The I7th Aviation Gp provided aviation surport to clements of the

b.
npprw.l-

23rd anVd Division, 4th Inf Division aid to Sth/kd artillory.

zately 5000 rotary wing and fixed wing sorties were flovn in support of

the opcr:tion.'v17th CAG aircraft participated in 109 combat aviation
onga senents 1iring over 275,000 rounds of ~munitien., ©

c. 17th hviation Group (Combat) support provided to ths 23rd .V
Division:
(1) Daily aircraft atloc~tions from 31 Oct 1969 - 17 Dec 1909,

UH-1H (slicks) - 17
UK~1B,C, ~H-1G (guns) - 10
CH~47 (hooks) - §

(2) Total Hou.s flown in support of 2Brd ..iVis Division - 5,279 hours.

d. 17th aviation Group (Combat) supyoLt provided to the Lth Infantry

Division: e j)}

a 8s
(1) Da11y ajreraft allocatlona'for 31! Fct 1969 - 17 Dec 1969.

UH~1H (sllcks) -5
UH-1B,C, »H-1G (guns) - 2
CH-47 (hocks) - 2

(2) Additional aireraft were provided on a nission basis.
hours flown in support of 4th Inf Division - 13,184 hours,

Tot:l

(3) Supported Task Force Fightor with 1 .dr Cav Troop (B/7/17 4lS).
od 2.
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(4) . Tvwo UH-1H aireraft and two CH-47 aircraft wurs providud daily
from 31 Oct to 17 Doc 69 in support of 5/z2 .rtillury.

o. 17th aviation Group (Corbet) support provided to othur us.rs in
tho arca:

(1) cces: SLICKS Sl
Fron 31 Oct - 15 ov 4 4
Fraa 16 :lov = § Duc (¢] 0
Fron 6 Doc - 8 Dec L 0
Fron 9 Doc - 11 Dee 8 4
From 12 Due = 14 Due 4 0
Fron 15 Lee - 18 Dee 6 o]

(2) Darlie amd uang Duc Frovinc:cs: u?ur:xécd one LH-1H urch with an
occasional CH-47 for rusupply and an oceasional four UH-1H a.ad two .H-1Gs
for &F opurations,

(3) 155th aHC: Averaged onc CH-47 wvery 5 days for upintaining the
dusirced stockage 1ovel of the refucl point at Due Lap. CH-47 sortics wers
flown for this purpose morc ofton by utilizing other CH-47s in the urcc
after they wery released by the primary uscr.

(4) TF Fightor: .averaged two CH-47 aircraft from 21 Oct ~ 11 iov.

f. Adreraft Coubat Losscs:

(1) 30111.9}1 Oct, 1 UH-1C, LB aHC, shot dowvm, YU 568538, 4 KIx.

(2) 021450H Noir, 1 uH=-1G, 2 LOH, 7/17th Cav, shot down, YU 801635,
1 rcscued 2 ilov, 2 relezsed by Vi 9 Dec and 2 ifl.a.

(3) 271340H dov, UH-1C, 281st u.HG, shot down, YU 811746, crow ux-.
tracted, 4/C destroyed.

(4) TOTAL 1 .H-1G

2 UH-1C
2 LOH

23
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idreraft Status as of 31 January 1970

UNIT ' TIRE

17th aviation Group (Combat) OH-6
UH-1H
U-6

2018t iviation Conpany (Corps) | OH-6
UH-1H
U-8F
U-21
58th aviation Detachnent U-6
‘ y-21

'UH-1H

Inclosurc 6 Y

TE/

M1
3

3 & O O
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FILL GO.L HullD
2 0
3 3
1. 1
4 0
7 7
0 0
A 3
0 0
2 2
2 2
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SATTALION
10

52

223

268

2117

201 CuC

HEC 17 uG(C)
17 .&(C)

Inclosurs 9

Y el s
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HOULS FLOWN

37,056
35,895
25,460
30,461

“6:02‘0

2,755
472

146,123
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<9.6
25.0
3.9
2.9
Led7
36.2
0.0
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Securlty Classificston
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